
Mon. Dec. 2nd -- Call for a National Day of Mourning  for Tyson Jerome 
Barnette, letter carrier killed while delivering in the dark 

Communities and Postal Workers United calls on all postal workers and allies to 
observe a national day of mourning within the US Postal Service. We call on 
postal workers to wear black armbands, observe a moment of silence, and lower 
flags to half staff on the day after his funeral*, to call attention to the brutally 
tragic killing of Tyson Jerome Barnette, a 26 year old Washington DC area, City 
Carrier Assistant, who was murdered while delivering mail in the dark on 
November 23rd.  

Postal workers and our communities are angered and outraged at this senseless, 
unnecessary death.  

The next delivery day after the attack on Brother Barnette, 100% of letter carriers 
in the DC area were again delivering after dark. 

 We call on USPS management to end delivery after dark, to fully staff carrier 
and clerk positions to allow early start and end times for letter carriers, to adjust 
overburdened routes to eight hours, and restore mail processing capacity. 

This tragedy was set up by the "consolidation" of mail processing and 
understaffing in the clerk craft, which has forced carrier start times later in the 
day.  This tragedy was set up by flawed FSS implementation, which has 
lengthened routes beyond eight hours.  This tragedy will be repeated unless 
major changes are enforced. 

The African American community is particularly hard hit by the fortunes of the 
postal service, which has a 21% Black workforce.   As well-paid career clerk, mail 
handler, and city carrier jobs are being eliminated, low-paid CCA, PSE and MHA 
jobs are being created.  This young, Black man was put in a dangerous, deadly 
situation for $16.58 per hour.  END DELIVERY AFTER DARK!  NOT ONE MORE 
DEATH FROM POSTAL MISMANAGEMENT! 

In solidarity, Ken Lerch, David Yao, Jamie Partridge, Frank Couget, John Dennie, 
Johnnie Stevens, for Communities and Postal Workers United & Community 
Labor United for Postal Jobs & Services   

* for those able to attend, Tyson Jerome Barnette's wake will be held on 
Saturday, November 30, 5 - 7 pm at Robinson's Funeral Home, 534 Hampton 
St., Rockhill SC.  The funeral is Sunday, December 1, 1 pm at the Foundation 
AME Zion Church, 1852 Neely Store Rd., Rockhill SC. 


